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1. fn troduciion

lhe s.-ri(.s oi pfprrs wTitten r'rithi-n , the 1,/orld Tn{iicators
l4)'

&gg.g:''/ .rt i:he Chair in Confti ct and ?eace Research,
Ti-r"^ra: .r b.road field of interests,
?here are lrafi rcasons \"/hly' the thenes have been so nanifoli,
one ean nention the fact that 1.re oi'ten bave been working
iron \iirgin 1:1r 1". Another reaso"] jo !erhaps LhaL Lhe

p?cject nenber3a.3 a group Teprgse1]i nany different bacl',-
Arolnds as cor'rcr.rns education, natj-onality, id6o1cgj,cal lean-
in3s e.t.c, lhe nain re:lson hoverer, is that ve have
been relati,'cllr iree lo develoD oul- own thinki.ng and ideas -
vi tb Lhc D- i:rJ r'' ain r"o cl e?ri f,,r j i... o-rres Lion i 'rirhat
constiiutes ihe good society?'r,

l),)ri-!' rri^ FA-i^d ö'+i*a ih lrF hrnia.t .l.2ra^tariZed
by a fri,jtiu1 trial.-and- error procegs, ihe l.,,crk has proceeCe.i
alo:rd the io l.ll c'rrin€i lincs:

- because the aim of the project la'as to l!(tlg!!g
(which is not necessarily tile sane as to neasure) nuch
'tvork was needed to create the theoretical basis before
any I'i.nd j cati na" cc!ld'1nd plccc.

- v/e lranted to lndicate -Lo::l:rg_ Va]-gS s. To do this
rte had to clarify our ov/n vafuc critcria and to express then -
for others better to be able to criticize then. ?his we

folrnd to bo a necessary conditioll fcr doing honest work.
rrThc progran iii openl-y, admittcdly, unashamedly ralue oriented,r'\
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- because ve ln the pxoject wanted to say sonething
inportant, noi only about conditions of life withir a
geographical unit, but also for international refatiors,
'j,'e had to seaxch for a klnd of basic uili t xeleyaxrt and
jnportan: for all societies. lror0 olrc poir.t of vi elr

hu.Tan needs seen .to constitute such a ba6ic elenent,

neet rdhen tr',ing to "find the needsr'; which value criteria
aTe roost inporiant in distinguishing betveen the dlfferent
f.inds of needs; and holr to f.init need6 fron other sinllar
^.h^o-+qt 

']\arr z.^r-i^ic af a a1.rr-e?-r nf a^-F, Fl6r^nXS
in the theories of needs - as one can read it in the literalure
in the field. lari 4 i6 ceniered around the bas;c naterial
necd.: :rn.l i}.,F .örp 1',6sic here 1s that ii is far irorn
cnor)sh in e.rl. '-/hFthcl. no.dE are satisfied or ltot - orle nusi
rle^ ,rrl. ö !: ! 

^i 
rt.-6rl r'.,L F ri ^li ro^tl. ^-^ \-

saiisfied, In lal:a 5 ve delelop a concrete cr.anple,
l"e fore l1r c^1clr.d in,- r:c:ar'::s,

Tn ihd fj .' lii:i of .i,is paf. i" cfloris \ril l be rade to analyse
sorne problers concerning the concept of needs in the
n.r.ha.tirra ^c ih.li^aI^? f^?häI i^6 (J) at- ^^t.' ^a
departu:e in part 2 is to come closex to the need concepb
in a broad icrse: uhat kind o: difficulties will one

2. .:!-.- "n""c!t of """q 
j

2.1 The ten dinensions.

In l4easuLillllq4q-Dgvelopnen t \ 'f / a broad framwork for
indicator-fo:ma tion is given. Table 4 (page 41) presente
ten dinensiona and t\ro 1eve1s 1',ri th the adnonltLon rrto

fiIl every cel1.,. with soni thing rneaningfül.r'

i



flrsa; l-evel:
intraratlonal

..3..
second leve]-;
lnternatlonal

(1) Perscnal GTovth
(2) Iiversj U.
(l) Socio-econonic growth
(4) Equall ty
( ),1 bocf:,j,Ju6Irce
\or 4o_urrY

(7) .|utonony
(8) solidari W
(9) larti.jita tion
(10) :co1c6ical lalance,

A need-based indicator vilf prinarly belong to the
peraonal f,':owih d.inension as falc as the outcone of the
need procees is concerned with aeeC fulfill-Eent. 3ut elenents
flon nost of the dinenslons enter as necessary conditiols
in shaping any praxis and theorF of the need-process.
Diversity spell-s out the understandlng of the enormous
dlfferenee one can find 1n the need fDlfll1nent-Drocess
in dlfferent areas of the t/orld. Aspecis of socio-econoEic
Arovth, eoualit.'r and social jus tice-dinensioDs gives
inportalrt infornation v/hen trying to see how the !gl:
obiects are pxocessed and distributed. the participation-
dirnension nakcs cla?er the irnDcr'-,ant lnperative that the
persons that are nost directl.y concerned: nan hlnself,
shoxld be Eive ihe possibility to take part ln decisions
relating to the need fulfllrnent. And the whol-e setting
where need-objects are lxoduced, developed and consumed
,nust be seen ln the light of the conditions of ecofogical
bafance.

A need-based lndicator of developnent wlll nesessarlly saJ'
€onething important aboutrrrnan hinself" - the closer one
can co!!e to thls, the better. In a way one can say that it



iö ,llrd^tl1' .^, -^^la,l t^ +La ^nlv 
j,nr^rlahl 3ih of

der.rl oyrient: grc)i{th of nan. 0r,hor.s '.rill perhaps argr,9

thar;ll l(r'.\ri iJldicatorJ ol^ dev(lop:,?rt onc vcv or
ihe otber neflcct the conditions of need fulfi-lr.ent .ir
society, \','hat lre have wanted to stless in this indicator
ne^.r,-. ie ]^..,^vÄr -:..t lic -n.li(i.Lot,s r/i11 be to!.)

nirt-r:. if l1^l/ 3Je o.rlJ jndicaLi,;' nf luanLiLaii^s,
fhe ggilig!!:g el enent r,rould be nore clear if the
inCicl:oc j-l-.^ saiai :o:.rrin; JL): , a very canll"af

^,,6.-i^h'1: , i<. n.... \Fv i.. l,,lfill h.^.lse
'i_:jg'

The ansver to this oues'ion caro:ct '-.n.:.s1})y be glven
lrithour a var':r clear Tclatj-on. betr'/een science and
r'^?.iin2Ta rrrnI Tiio .le;ro.ratic elenent in a need- based

.lndicaior oi devclopnent has to ent"r already at this
b.rini fas c.n |...-st - look at the neaSurenent of devel-opnent

that nost cften is used todal': GIIP / capi a Masure developed
f^r 

^h.l 
\-. -_._-.-+t \

2.2 \'I:t7^t can be said to t'ba1.e needsrr?

?he word need is use.l .ir1 corirnon !3"i-ance, but also in the

llterature in nany differ:ent waye"

or even
such can
the need

(a) One often hears that *:oups of people; socieiy'
strrlctures possess needs. Cjf co.,rrse, a society as
rever fcel a need or be motivated to act t,) have

fulfilled - only indj.virlual huroan beings. can feel needl:

car has
ConD.l ex

rrthe

so cn.

space and even for labclrj

(h) I4t'.^ri2l '.r'i nFs ara t'iten need charactel':
needs fo.r better roads, inore parkingplace!r' anC

naterial stl:uctures and slistens haverrreeds'r for
enerSy,

(c) Devclopnerlq and the future seem to have needs:

"developnent nccris 7 )j incr:ease ln en cl:gy l)?öduöttons



i6 an cxaxrplc of ],hjß; close1]. rela-ed to rrthe needs of
fu bure scc.icty".

(d) -qs a rule, hov/ever, aSJr€ls and @L.Eil;:
are said to have needs. and it is 1n these eonnectiona
the need concept is giyen its best and deepest neaning, and

hence in th-is sense trneedr wifl be used.in this paDer.

(e) ?he last example of holy need6 are used is taken
lron the ecology novernent. Here one often heals that
nature as a nhole also has needs. This vlelr is often follcwed
up by the opinion
balance Dc i nt,

Our sceptisisro towards even thls way of using
the ,^'ord "needrr is based on the doubt lhat there exists any
vay of defining a natural balance. l'lhat we cal1ed the
denocratic aspect of l$-nan needs - nanely thät people
thenselves are able to define thenx - 1s surely absent
vrhere nature-nceCs are concendd.\','ho sha11 te11 what the
needs of nature looks 1ike. ncoloaists? Other exDerts?

The view of Ean presentuJ ,r. ,rr" paper is a

funcanentally positive one - which al.so inplies that when

nan fulfils hls needs in a human lray.he will also be in
partnership v,ri th nature.

2.5 Need - and otilelconceFts used in thls connectlon,

Need, as we will use the vrotd, does not glve the sane

connotations ox have the sane neanlng as fo? exanple
lnterest, ya1ue, wish, preference or gggl. Interest,
vlsh and preference stand for much broader concepts that
also lnclude needs. The deinand on +-he naxked can to sone

degree indicaie the structure of preferencea, inteTests
and wlshes, 3ut it 1B a rery poor aid ln helplng us to flnd
the rrleal necds of manrr, because

that there exists a kind of natura]



- the dexoand on the narket is to a farge extent
a consequence of expectatlons and oplnlons of pri3es.
I'tany productB and services nec-9ssar.lr for hu.nan needs satis-
!i11I no: Di aväilatfte for üany people.beeause oJ eosts or
expectations of co sts:

- in many societles prices, even fo} the &ost
fuldanental need-objects, are so high that nany can Irot
afford the[;

- nan)r materiaL and non-nnaterial need-objects
are nöt availabl-e for sale on th€ narlrei;

- aarket denand is to a 1a"ge extent a
fimction of social presaure, advertlslng, prestlge,
habits and so oni and not of needs;

- even lf one can call nany of the products
and serv.ices that are sold on the nalket for need-obJects,
lt will be difflcult on basia of tle denand for these to lnfer
the needs. $hat people denand can very we]-l be only a
ninor part of a total and conplex process of need-fulfLllnent i

- besides, the denand of the narket night very
well be a fulction of irrational behaviour of dtfferent
klnds (for eranple to buy "on lDpulse" or use the Darket-
place itself as an object for fulfilling social needs);

- and,at last - In most countries a large IErt
of alL need-objects are produced on a snall scale: inside
the houses or ln the flelds, and consequently they are not
included 1n the ana1]/ses of !0ar:ked denand.

one inportant fact in thls conrlectlon - with epecial
relevarce for the oyer:Ceve'lopcd societies -
LB thatrrnodernr technoiogy and the so-called free narket
nakes lt nore and nore dlfflcul.t fo" the consuners to
declde whlch lb:oducts best can fuul11 the needs. The

?elatlonshlp between the deepest needs, ühe xoarket deDand

and the productrs abl11ty to satlsfy neeals 1a so conplicated,
and conditloned by so nany factors, that the consurner too
often ls left powerless and passive, or throwh into a



costly and frrrsirating trial-and err:or pxocess.

2.4 Differ:ent nethods used to nfindtr the needs

In tbe literatur:e one encounters different nethoda to
humtur needs:

(a) so""
6,+Inis,hale tried ,to locate needs and thelr hiexaxchlcal
oraler. To sor,le extent r,ruch lrork ln soclal scielce
has one source of thoughts located in the sclentists
ol,rn iDages and vie!.s of vrhat hurnan belngs are, what they
should or could have been. Ilnder this ' and tbe followlng
subpolnt., one could lnclude the tradltional
philosophieal theoxies of human needs.

(b) Fron supe rior-jrincirrl es-a In sone theory
systens one has txied to build upon I'deeper prlnciplestr.
In this category one could perhaps include l'1. RtIcTi

lrho finds thai energetical tension pl:eYents satisfactj.on
and is the nain reason for all neuroses.(7) The different
refigions and the other ethical and noral idea systelra have'
as a ru1e, lnplications for hu-rllan needs and the },lay they
are satisfied. lloIlls and clains regulate lirectly (forc

exanple in the forn of fastfug of' sexual prohibitions) ori
' rDore indirectly bl' puttinFl strengh to sone activities

and thereby the satisfaction of needs. (Xxanple of this: "0"a
et labora" )

(c) Frcn what is ca1led objectlve criteria.
lnong these one can nention:

-those who think bhat needs can be ilferred fron
actlvltles on the market - for example the dbnatd for
products and servlces i

- analyses of hunan needs by partlclpant
obsenratlon ln snal1 groups,



..4..

- in some kinds of psychologlcal experlnents one
can detect how n!:ch sufferlng a test-aninal ls lrilling
to urder'go to satiafy different needs. Thls kind of
test. is often described in introductions to psychology
in the fofloving characteristic way: "... lf a rat has
been deprived of food for several houl:s and 16 placed
in a chequer-board naze... lt will be actlve. \.Ie nay
keep tracl( of its Ilovenents and find bow nany squares

/o\lt covers..." \"/
tr'or our purpose it ls doubtful !.hetlle? one can uae the
infomation fron such experinents to trace the bunan
needs and their relative strerigth

- In biological-physiological_-nedlcal experiüents
one might isoLate the hunan body as onerrgystenrrand
allalyse for example input-outpui needs (how nany calories
ard proteins doel nan need duTing a glven period of tiroe -
lrhat kinde of inputs ae nessesary to becone vltal anal

healthy etc.) Quantitative Indications, such as naxinal,
nininal, and lraybe optinal, liDits could be found. Eow-
ever, i/hen it co,-:es to the relat.iTe ve.ight between
organic and 6ocia1 needs, or - say - the different
qualitative aspects of need fulfilment thcre are doubts
as to hovr nuch thi.s kind of science can teLl. fo fu1fi11 a
need in an rrorganlc senserr io far fro!!' the sa!0e as to feel
satlsfied in I'a huran scnserr.

(d) tr'ron L'hat neü hinself defines as needs.
Methodologi cally there arce nany possibilltles to find
whlch needs rrordinaryn people stTess as lnportant. One

of the naln pmblens In sociological nethodology is the
question whether one can use data on lrhat people SgX to
express what they reaLly lgl, or hol, they really feel.
In this connection we wlU.brlefly iook at sone of the
wiaknesses of the survey xnethod.i



-Ll , r,1-.:r::!-irl|.i-:ii-- 'a 'ti2'ü exient /^\
is Lhc .i1di.il. 111 ablc to "acn" I'il ctm needs? \-'

The toial consciorrs hu'nan being; 1,rl th a leational
beh'lviour a1i a: decD l:l--olllcdr" oI hi;0sel"f and his
cocjel conjitior.s, j.e, being bbl- -^ c\F1Din ore's n^cd;.
is an ideal tyle one halidll/ !'i11 iind, l"t1ai: could be

.li a. : r,.d i}]oh is +|. dor-'rpp of n..r-^i^r,cho.c. L.a i"' :l-1,=-:- . -.- n

.lrö.rl-ih- ^.^ialir ^^mhl 
atal v .lF-'i^va.l

bil:liF,.r :o j:d"e, L- ca.'l .j^rTc. o: c"nscjousnei: Lc

plotted o:i a con L-llluum bet\.teen very conscioua
a:rd vcrJ l,lrco:iscjcuJ h"-rar bei- '1?

r/ha'. I iFd ^" f n, r1.: i: :r'l l decj(d. '"rrc criLeria fol,
coLrnsciourno :r? fL ic inporLanL No,Drer'enL the comin -
of a ne'i.f exle:ct class l'rhose pover base is to define
the real needs oi nar.

-fn adtfiilon io the problens of 'fa.lse coul!sc.ious-
l-:, r^ /^r1i,r, r .l6hö"J: ^-r ^v6i^1 r./ Tr ir

rea5o:]able to sulpose that the r:csDoncient \ril:l siress fac'rorF
that he/she tllixl.s is i.']por:ani for the monent - even
if ti? ruc.-ii"n is.for:rla:e(1 ';..j'.h Llrc puupocc ol refle("l,jn-
rrgelrcral iraj-tsrr.

These t1.ro objections, in additiot to nany otbers well knova
in.iöi5+ä..n n^+11^.1^_l^-r' quesl,ion tO Vhat extent One

can use tTadiiional survejr-rne tho ds to find deeper needs - and
+Lö ^^h^l irc i ^n ic c^öh+i^ic- --r,,---JII.

'|hp boit \,ra v ia i,lphtifw hluian needs seems to be to conbine
sevcral oT al.1 aDproaches nentioned, and eventually use ihe
degrec of rrovc:rlap" in the finrlinfs rvhen $ettjnll up the
lists oll needs and/or cvaluate the relative stTength
betr'/een the different need's. l4A9l,O1{, it seens, was usilrg nany



..10..

differqnt critcrj.l \rhen Dak1ng Lis liit of necds, and
postulate a hi.(,)rarchical order b...trrc,-'ti then( 10) - thc nost
irnportant criicrion for hln was hisr personal theor3' 91 6stt
base.l on nan]r l,:ears of clinical experjence.

7. Some alr)c!)is of ihe feneral _':!lo.{l of needs.
The follovjng srur'rar:r reflects sone oi the nost vell-
l(no,,T elCj.-lt;: in nc."C-tl.eOt.I:

t.1 i,li1e subjcct vs. the object of the need.
1.2 Oti.jsci;E of the necC.j v., resources
7.5 ij.a t.Tla7 ]/s. nonnatc:3ial teeds
,,4 lcal ys. ii,-:lse nee.lB

J.!,l':cd-satil;racliol]; ain vs, process
.1.6 j'rcedst natitral phasi)s vs. periodtcity
J.7 Cou:rsciorrs vE. lyrcouilacious need satisfaction
i.8 inpiii vs. olitput nee(ls!

7.9 liu:tarr needs vs. alitii:l needs.

1.1 -&e ,q-i'. q; --q, ./o. the obieci o i t"he needs.
The t'need-subjectrr refers to the individual vho leels and
eyentuall-y sati.sfies tl're need. ilte rrneed-objectl is the
- naterial or non-iraterial : :hinCs, . "t"t::"- o.. 

. ""t?t +J""that are the direci ca.rree of the i.lceC satisfaction.'

7.2 Oblcc',; of -t,l]c 4c.rrl vs. IS.:o-t:r(jcs.
1| need tr!-.sl r'/ay of defi-ninß TesoLrrces r.rould be ! a resource
1s sorncthlng tllat can be u-sed - directly or indirecily -la.as obiect o.r' a need.\rtl

3, 1 l!.a+"e'v it'.f. .t s!4_o_li4gig]]igl-.I1ggij i s a dist.inction betlreen
diffcrent classec of nccds based on. thc folm of the gujgc t
of the necd. ?his dishinction is, hoircver, neyer exact:
for rüny nceds the need-obJects have both material and



non-naterial 
"oopon.nt". 

( 1J )

'J ,4 ITeaI vn . .qal-se, qqe,q]:

as the
be forced

criterlon to

Traditionally the lglgq needs are deiined.
l)nhealthy, iirh"dina4 needs, as a rule Eai d to
upcn the jr'l.ivid rcom I'outside". A1y cfear
dj.stinguish bet{een real and false needs is hard to find, a{^"r

.ither corcepts in thi6 fielci .loes nct t"f:,rta """
^p-arCr tJ .'-:. 1t^ dj:.:^'C" C^ :.o:c ITrc;'sc.\'"/
Nesides, i.i is i!"eresting io ncte that ii is seens to be

easi er tc forn'.rlate and def j n€ the nef.e-1,i 1'e. ne-'d.
( .1'''

than the Do-qij;-ivc ones \ '?J lntelo.reta'tions of +"he false,
.*"o,*a tll an needs are often seen in the li+"r.Tature

- lrhat cllalacterises the positive needs, on tbc o',her handt

seens to nf.clr ron] probleiatic, lhis is found, ".t ?lr;{
in need-theor],, i)1:t also in the indicaior-"noveneni"\'bJ,

la.\
vreliare debete\ " / etc, The fasi part of this paper will
consist of an efiort to ideniifl' lrhat could be said to
be elenent! oi a real, br',Ilat't lla:,/ to ful fill needs,

i ( lI^ö.1_- . . i ef-^ ri ^r. . iF 1.- n-4^^--
).2 1' : :-:: ).::::::"t: ::1::: 

=-:_.-
l'ras1o1v seeirs io be of the opinion that need-satisfaction
neyer can be a definitc ain, for hu[rans. I,'Ihen one r']eed

is fu1fi1led, the lndividual will feel the lcomingrr of
a new need, and therefo:re be notivated to fu1fi11 needF

of an alvays higher character. Ilaslolrrerneed for self-
.^+r,2lr?'ri^r" i- äs hF FXplains itrr '"'r on the other:::=::5Y.::
hand, characterised by the fact that it is alnost .inpossible
fox ordinary people to have it fulfi11ed. tr'ron one point
of vie!,I thicr k-ind of need-ladder - lfhereby uhereby nen anal

vonen are cllnbing and clinbing all Life long' nost of then

never to reach the a1!xi self-actuali zatlon - ls a basically
l,Jes tern theory, l:nther väy of looking at the structure
of needs ls to stress their lglgllLlfg chaxacter. 

^s 
to the
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roost basic needs this should be

for nutriti-on and water is felt
relative steble rythn. The sane

nateriaf needs; the repeti tlous
+^n6ihöThaae a*.

^rr'r' +Ä ^16.n. +l'6 hö6n

again and again in a
is true for nany non-
nced for loYe, contact,

3.6 lt, -ds _ r- , -.1 phrs.a_s vs. r-r^r'qjl:Lci t.,

l.:.h1. ^Fir..i. -. ?ö1.-',.h+ !,.^r 1r.: i i. 1^ fih/i +1.^

r.,..1- ."L.cLl aa. '...' c:i.j fOr o::'.: ut'. .'lrl'.se t-11e \'.IaJ I -i'l
!/}jcl l:e I r.:.ar' ,-ccds fol'lorr .naLir'al ph"ses, j.e.
h^\d r\.-' r- r,^ t^ i:t ll.( nature such at
da;' - nt*nt, rq,rnii)t, selsoils, good and bad veather and so

on.

ll: rnoderr i .l!,-"..ia1izcd sociotJ- nai-JTal n\ares see,r

to pla l- an pvcr. dcc].c4sirs role fo^ vital functjo:s,
in contr:ast to societies I1i th sinirle tecluofogy - l{here
tilese liias-s rl12-1. an important and direct role for nan,v

rctiv'' ..:, r, ..,id.itio.r i. thjs. orc crr usc lhc Lcr-.i "!91"j-
odic:11 baic" o-l nc.C: -:"'r so".eini:'r- \.f ich is non( cloce relaL^d '"

rl . P^v,t; n' ^ P,. t.j. is -c.5r
Jrceds of chil-Crct bo sor.e extcni in different frorl the

^r ^oirrsF _ the need will be ful_
filIod in iliafrr.r'h+. r'r;.rs - The periodical bas€ of needs
nainly consists of tlro Daxts:.one is related to the growth
and delrel.olnent of nan aF an or.er.ic beinq, the other is to
be scen in r"clar"jojl to clrlturc spccj."tic elements.

3.7 Consaious vq, uncorlscious nced fulfillnen!
Ihe division beLveen conscious and unconscious needs ls
based on the v.iev that sorre need fulfilrnent is dependent
on actlve particirration by the subie.t of the need, \rhi1e
other needs are fulfllled r/ithout the help of the harla!
coneclousnesg. Setter than a cleaxcut distinction betweer'



these groups oi nced.'lr I'rould be irr set up a continuÜnl'

One night sa,\, that 
"he 

needs on the rrtltos'r: consciolE partl

of the continulm'r are ]tlost rcle'ra-nt folr social theory'

llo1,rever. this i$ nol, only rjght: eslecially in oYerde'/elopec

societies vh-'re all need. fulfil lneni is dependa'nt on

factors outslcle the control of Lhe lliCividual' nore o'r 1es3'

Just take tl-lc need to breathe and the way polluticn'
6tress etc. conditions its fulfillr,eni..
?he diyisiol] bctlreen conscious anal ullconscioirs needs is
certainly not u.nproblenatic. The aciive 1"/i11 ol rlan 99
regulate proceoses that usually is relierred to be unconscious

needs.

J.8 fnlut - orrtr)l)t needs.
tr'or so&e of ihe lnateriai needs concerneq one can distingul$h
between needs c-li-racterized be the organisns I'takingrl

r-ivin,'r lc ' 
rrr'to _ r.r th- ,.i 1t ^. rpad-r.rp o-v f\et js

of lnterest irr th.is conrlection, the i)-,!ut-needs arc nost
inportant. lll i. even fcr the oirtprit ae, rs, the j)ldrstr:ia1
c,)cicly ha.r . ntrrrC ev(.r thcil' .rri.ir cbion pr.,b:^'.j.L-ic;

^? nFrh.n. h.+ rha catieia^ii^r ih i t<aif hr,t lha

nl^ -.f-i,rd -irt nf rrr rpv.ra-i-ts for

3.9 llu:rn r.:.,i '1j:21 ):. Lds.
ic,-ines b:r:.ic hunan need3 as those thart are

specific to mah: r'..,..human needs aTe not the 'tprofane"
needs conmon to nan and anirnal.,." Roos elairns that it is
coTrect to state that naJr and anirnal b,ave dlfferent needs,
but the nain divlslon does not nesessarily refer to the
needs themsellrc€, but to the ways they are satisfied. In
my opilllon it is not fair to declare aninals devoid of any
othel needs th.!n the purel.y physiological ones, and it is
doubtful whether the dlvision betveen animal and hunan needs
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ls useful in makiüg a distlnction betv/een baslc and

other (non-b"sic) need6. one thing, however' i6 te use

the separabion betlreen nan and ani..[al to shed sone

light on need-theoly: qulte anoiher is to use the ternt
I'aninal'r to collDcte something negatll-e. In ao doing
ore creaicrt a disiance to the aninaf and the beetial- and

nal(es efforts to inprove manrs bas;c needs sltuation
sonethinai beneath hunan dlgttitJ'. llan has to be concelved
of as purjfl.ed alid raised above the dirt of I'naiüTe'r,

where - amonc ,JLLer things - lhc basic naterial needs
_ (20)are seen as locaied.'

fhis vay ol: th.inking is even naterial.ized ln the
hierarchy of social constructionr as lvhen food-lroduction
and procesting fcr this extremely iüportan.t need-obieet
ln many söcietie', are seen as sorrething negatlTe' dirty,
al}d accordcd a 1ov positlon in social llfe (the fndian
caste s:/stcn:bein5 one examPle ).

ls a conclu;jc:1 to rhis lalrt of +he :laDerr one might
perhaps state that the rrneedsrr in a general sense hardly
can be translated lnto indiaators of vell-belng before

nuch nore vorL has been done in the field. The 8 aspecis'
or proble,ns, neniioned in this section are irltellded as one

possible key to get nore lnto depth with the the or-v of
needs. fn tlle rext section, the iocrs Iti}l be on the basic
Baterial n ecd s.

4. Satj.slbction of the basic materlal needs.

In this sectlon we shall
concepts relatinß to the
needs. The franework has

try to arrive at a franework of
fulfillnent of ba81c naterisl
four parts 3
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(1) An cfiort to nalr€ the Cictinction bet^vecn

basle and olher nceds nore clear
(2) so:l:: ideas about vhat could be ca.lled a

huran vay of fulfj lling needs,
(l) a roo--f of the process of need f'Jlfillnent,

fron the ,Joir'rt oj vievr of lrhe -indivJ'-r]!af ,and
(4) a roclel of the neec obJects, fron the source of

1öio rrc : lo cüna'ar'Lior.

-1h. l-r^i. rs-..-,r..liö.1 .i^ J.'ra - -p- ^^. i,rlfitl f"-v ^theT*":i:_:- "

nccd.' tlal 1i.o or-c-; t\at tl. rlrccci'5 ir.-rnari lf is
ainring at; r'iz the satj.sfaction of balsic naterial needs.

4.1 1)l6ti,.rciior] beil,teen basic and lesr basic needs

By basic i..rt!ri3l rieeds vle uea! such need-. fol': vhich fhe fulfi1-
ncnt is a neccE3ar:.f condition for scnatic surviva]. The follo!,'j,nl

ill.ustratiorl includes sone of the.ronce!ts discussed in
section l, .iuch as rr-iat'.rrial v9, non-nr'tariaf needs 

'
conscious vs. uncoasciolls need fulfillllent' .input vs. outlut
needs:

1:lutan needs - a D7,el ii:iiar'

'conscious
Basic Needs

IIeeds

l"laterial Non-material
I'inDut"

linconsclous

Oth.r Needs



ln thc iolJ(t./inr !,r ilrrll concel:LraLc on some oJ' Lhe

ha.d. in lh^ ,irr.F iofl -i'.hd .^.n^n ^r !'nin fliJ,,rö llv d^inr

this rp a-. Ll":li nlr-r .r*a.ny'lps ^r hatds
rrö rrhi\,^^trr.,, ! il i.: i e+ . Ft!l^T ^f .ä^öccl,\, 1^

focus thc 'l^i \inc on :cme of Lhe m.,sf oasic ne4Ll5,
Tn +he nat^riJl /coI-.rciorls/input needs we shal1 corcentTaie on:

need for nutri tion
need for health
need for shel ter

4.2 l,hat can le said to characterize a hulran wa to satisf
needs?

rr-i. nI^c, i^r .1^ qt^r'tl ra,.a sone

^^F ^o 
h+ a

rrlhe fr]nd?,rertal rroccss" refers to the !/hofe set o,'l actions
irr fro r1r.t...l :^- -f .n^d 

^1,:^. ^ ?r-aeo h,^^pee.s ^an be

divided inio 'vo: (n) Jrocesses that Lake, place

without hunan interference, and (2) processes rvhere
h"mrh L'^r]_ i i . ha..-^.rrw ^^n.li ri^n f^F lha nr^drr.ri.--.,.- \n.
the dividing line bet\"ree[ the. two is not clear- cut
a xule efenentS from both are inportant for the processing
of x0aterial need objects. In the history of manlind
there seerng to be a clear tendency that need objects
fiTst were based nainly on pxocesses that went on vithout
the work of maq - for then s1ow1y, and during centuries,
nore and üore to be controlled by the hands of nan, fake
for exanple a fook at sone of the need objeets relating to
the need for. heä]th; viz \,ri1d-gro!m herbs, and corrpare
to the nost ueed kinds of nedicine todajr - factory lrade

pills of all kinds, Sinllar exanples can be given fox the
other needsi food-pxoduc tion r for exampfe, seerDs nore and
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nore to be tal.e ri .r1.r.ty from the 'rIap ol naturen.
Fertilizers, hot-houses varmed by art,ificial lights etc.
are u$ed io protect vegetables frcn the 't tyranny of nature!'
sun, 1,/i.nd, r.'a j 11 at-!d so on.

-I!Ig-atg-tgl-E-1.t rqq1 ae the r-rlatcrial t]lat can be used
as need-objectc for lhe basic !-E.teria1 needs. (Can is
luldcrlineC to oinlt out that the tnaieria1 not nece6sariI-r
!1 uced., in a l.i-,'r:r period. )

In sociel scierce i.t haiJ not al \./al.s lleen rrchicl, to vork
out theor.ies of tlte good rJocicty. toda;, ig seens, hcvever:,
to be acccDicd tjla; this l:ind of l,ol:k not on1J, is importani,
but nesessar'1. ff one does not try to c_l-arify. the
ain of devefolnent (the good society), social science
vr.i1l continue onl: io be a sct of tocls used by those ir,ho
set goafc; unable to anslvcr the que:]iion of why to use
thc tools and !t'le,b1e to forüulate the Soafs for the change.
l;j'l.in c:iar-.r r.i cr 1", .. -.".(2r)..o- -i.irF fLLr i.( , r.u;1-.(22)
and in ionc 'oranclcs of .|trl jed soclal science(2J)on" to"
'.al{cu iihe conseor,.ence of ,.1.ti s and starl.C io tr},, as clee,L,lJr
as !osrj.bls, 1c io1.1r-rlate iJr. \,a.Ir.5 inhereni in all
Iesearch ac-ril.i l,ics - lor o1;h.,rs to bc abf e to qr-lestion arrd

cTitisize exactfJi thj_.r. llhlrs one cxl.c::es oners orvn vahes _

!,rhi ch can be seen a.s !]uch nore hcnest than to Dretend that
ir,l.ti.:- ar- I'n j,.0.r,.. nI ol" rO! .rt 2,t D.r. .."1,(äa)

Ilolvever, 1rhai, l:irC of valua,s are i.losi inportant to conslder?
Social scj.ence has not yet developed anl' pattern, scheme or
theory to anslrer oT at 1ea$t cfarify this question. ilhat is
missing ilj a social value theory, or a soqlo-sophy.

Roughly seen valuc systens ca.n be nappc.i out for all_ 1eve1$
ln society, from the individüaf being alld up to large and
coBplex structures. l4anifeijt and ou"rpolaen values, as welf



as the Iai,cnt ovles can be the sarne fo,: all levels'

ditfercn" - cll even inconpatible' fi: nl s'lci-a1 scienbists

ha',re beautiilil :rn'l \'rcll lrorl'ec1 oul ili(.olies P'nd \ralDc-

s.rLltcnrl fcl: l?'rAe t'Jnjctures - iilclll'J;'illj €tructural

"nt"rro,r"' 
"her- going dovn to sinple ql1estions 1il!'?

,rijr-af clialact--ri-"es a Cood \tal' tlr sje1ji sfl'' needs ?ir'

however, one doe$ ilot fjnd n1l]ch of irll;el:e6t'

'l'ir c taEi. llolr i3 to cha'ract€rize rra hllie'-n \tay of

iuljlj-1lj.ng rleedsr', sonetines ihj's aal siand in a

cortr:ast io tany of tle values for 'Isociety" seen

lrhen such discrelalicies occurt holrcvert we shal1

a stand fol::tl1e ilott basic Yalue-trnii: the hu-'nan

cfear
as a \'rhol e;

take
bei4g.

Äs an exa:rtlle eonsidc:: the viel'l tbat nan is a socjel

species ard the E]]9 thai nan shor-fd be able to act

axd live in cotldltions th:r't not onfy allcvs for' hui also

inspires a lractice of this social dj;reni;ioir' The

contracj.cticl befiJeen tliis value alt ij-e hunan levQ-l and valires

that one car rrread out" a.t the systen 1eve1 is becoring

more acute together vjth developnent ln techlologi. The

para.lox here is tll:lt ewerJ,'bodlr" ihe po';rr::r elites bo bh

in traditiona.l coDcervative ideologl' ar')ol. in liberalisrn'
?,.s \re1-l- as i:r clifierent brarches of :l at:.isrt1, in theoly
try to build a society vrhere man can be more socjal,
Jn DTacti c6 ho!/eier, in the.djfferer!t societies today,
conditions at"e faT frorn nal, j rr Lhr s nnss ihl p.

Three conditions seem to stand out as being of inportance
for ,'nan to be social in the process of satlsfying funda-
mental hunan needs i

- :19-9.e9_Bj_!.U j..e, that af l, links ln the total
f1o!t of actlvlty actually are of lnportance, and that



the particj pallt( lQ1'l- their role bo be irlportant

that condltions se b blr the

a11c1,/ for nearness between thoee l'rho

- in!.:r.-li^ : i.e. (1) tlai '''e sillgle

individual can be able to realize hinself as a lrhole -
,,11a]' o].! a1l legi:ter3lr' and (2) titat evel'yone con-

ceives oi tl-ie enli:e process as a '!'fhole'

Today '
f o:rc ed

social

-!*ne*:!eq:ji - the social e1"'ncntr togetlerness'

is elirinated fron activities that-ere- of ixoportance' Instead'

to be socie-lr as an act' j;akes place or]]jr at certain
tines and usuel1y in conditions pril'rarily made for sociaf

ac tivi ti e s,

- e93rg9e:;
fundarnental Process
tahe Part in 1t,

- d-istancc - i.e. one

only with teople' or gror,rps

llorld", for: ins Lance ) while
and people near by,

in ihe oveldeveloped courtlrie!:, nan usually is

into a oaiLern '/ihere he is l1cL al]owed bo 5e

ir1 this sense, because patterns are charac ber-i 9ed

is able to feel solidari.tY
oi leop1e far: avay, ( the"Third.
at the saüe tirne hati ng oneself

- sernnentatigl! - there are clear: ideas aB to which

trart of oneself one wants to use towatads others - and thls
I'partrr is made user of fron tine to tine dependent on what

one can earn and atta,i,n in the act.

The result of thls developnent is posslbly that nan
Loses the abillty to be positively social. Or, to put
it another way: suppose that Dositive social interaction
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inDlies kDowled{r of certain kinds of eoqlal lnteraction
techniques - u'e !'i ll clain that nan toia]' lDore or less
has lost thj.r lnportant rrknov-hor',/rr , and that children t! a large
cxtcnt ha.,,e lrt, the potsibility of learnlng it, sinDly
because there are no teachers for this l.ind of visdorn
around.-

fn addition tc this social aspect of the fundanental
'l^ .., i^t:'fa\ 

'Fd 
+^ .^rr-i l^^r hÄahlhr ärö

also characteiistica of be.lnq liri::.1n. By actlve is s-inFly
neant physicel act-ivity, - movemcnt, use of the bod].'.

ft ls nol, necessary here to saJr nuch more about this,
nevcrthelcs5 o::e is today in a sil,uabion !'here nearly
all vital fulctions, end all working operations in the
fundanental process can be done bl,' siirple hand novernents,

^r 
\-- n.rcl'lh' \.r+t^i. r\e ".^hirö TAnla^Fp rröl^p ähd noi'e

huran activiq-. Cf cource this ls fcl nany reasons also
a positive develolrent - but only to the extent that the
nechani.zatioj] arld .!utonziiiol
corcetned, an(l ihat they vanted to berrhelpedrr. In nany
socletiea today one flnd that thls klnd of "help" ls nore
or less forced up on the people concerned. fhe result is
far fron always developnent of hunan beings, seena

rather to be a nore gencral trend to go froE a relative
stablä DTinary sector on ihe courtryside to the desperate
poverty in urban slums.

In lndustrlalized societles one has co[e so far toalay

tlat rrdevelopennt of the bodyrr ls seen as sonethlng
separated fron other actlvitles. fhe body sha1l be developed
at certaln tlnes and at certaln placea - anal health centxes,
spo"ts equiprned develoPnent etc. have been polrerful branches

ln the tree of production. Ät the sane tine as the nachine
hag nade nany $,c!fIc operatlong less burdensone, hallnful
and nonoteir.ou-<, this scparatlon between deYelopnent of body
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and or:dine-ry nork hp-s becone th.r conscouencer ."!hose lrho
posesr ncnej', rnotivation .for j.i irld t-ine is able to
"plocess" t]re body, rr'hile the rest contlnue pushi.ng
but tons .

}jy seal'chinf: llor meaning is rleant thai na:] shouid have
thc nJssibiljty of secing hio or'in acl;vL;y in tle
fundarren ta:l prcces:t alj part of a greate whöle, and tha.t
both the activity, adC ihe insights, alre felt .to bc
meani.ngful.

.lte have nenti oned that
to be sc cial
to b(i aclivc and

to scal"ch lcr :t1an i ng
are j"r.por'"a*: aspc..Ls of the huoan tral' of fulfilljng basi c

ne"ds. In djscursio:'15 \vl:e1.c Lhe thcorJ of basic j"ed
saiisfaction is in focus, ther:e js clten confuöion about
lhese concepiij, because one does not ee ihe differ:ence
beilteen lrhese characterl6tics and sone lron-iraterial lleeds.
ltc ihcre-tore .lra'l t.J, to cal.lajn jL iJcL er in Li.e followj16. One

'-.',t.i Ld. r^ lii.nc 
^r1.r.ih nr^ncri i-. in ^r^ör +^

^t-rr-^+6-;?^ +i ah n-.t^' Ä s|orp is ha.vv. +ho Ir-äSS iS
green etc., al? exanlle5 of such characieri siics defited
fTo:l a mo'tc or less coinonlv acceDtcd 1)aiuesystexn,

\1hen one cays lhaL l)uman bFinqs are social, it is a staten.nt oI
thc sane chategoTy. llan is, not his needs, he has then.
The hu,tran being !: sociaf, and ha.s socjal needs, he is active,
and therefore lqg needs for activity.

There are ai lcast three differeti lines Df thoughts to
.r.rif' thF n'rpsftor nf vhat man ,risi!:



- vielrs of rnan based on lrlEt he'rgllXjgrr, for
exanple buili into cpinions about Ithe huDan natürerl

- vj4.i: of man bssed on holr h^ iL a given
si,tuation behaYeF

- views of nan as
exanple built on nor:af ,

. .22. .

ethical or poli ti ca1 consider:atlon ) .

Related to each of these diflerent vielrs of nan, and to
conblnations befrreen then, many questions could be raised.
llarz's point of dcna-ture in his JnalJ'sis of societ-v
\ras bullt on the idea of a fundanental coniradiciion
betiieen nan as he r:eallv is - anC as he behaves under the
rule of capiialisn. He distinguishes betneen the Sxis-q_en!g
and the lglqg of rnan. i|1. i:'r'. <ä,r. vprv li+tl^ alou-t
how nlan should be, and one easily gets tle inpression that
lraTxists are not very inierested in discussing visions of holr
corrld or shorild have bcer in a diffeTert social arli cultural

Jn thls paper ne !ril1 assert that opinio,"ls of hunan

nature, shoufd be nore geared in ihe dircction of
the lnperativel hov !]an should be. tr'Ton this statenent

at least one thing .is clear - our vier{ of nan, and of the
h.t,,ro ^f r.,h ie n^^i fi''^ I:.h i. d^^d i f hÄ ie niv..'

the Dossibillties to be good. The sane view 1s found whithin
narxist theoly, but not in nany of the other ldeologles and

cosnologies that seem to be strongest in the western pa:rt
of the woxld today. Here the lgggLlIg jlky_glJg! is nost
usualr nan ls evi1, fi11ed wlth sin, unable to nake a living
wlthout guidance fron above, does not know what is the best
for ltln, eto.

fhe three characterlstlca of rnan: as social.actlve and

nan
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searchillg for flFaning referi,to three djflerent leve1s.
To be activc r.jr'leris to :ri3nts actions aE a siB$e be nIl,
+^ } , a^^i>l 1/, i1.^ ^öl+i^d lrlroFö Lie.^fi^h< +.L-

hrr 1+" - ts.) thc
whofe proccss: the flov of material.s, actions, Jecisions
ctc., that cre necessarJ: condi.tions for the satisfactlon
to take place - i.e. searching for neanjnE coyer.s nanjr
el-enents froin ti,e active and the social characteristi ca.

4.3 'l'F frrn.lr:r^tLar. 1-ssr55 - mal i- lrl^ - CentaT..

Th Fid,tÄ 2 +'n^ -^h^6n+ r,. eSOUTC L

rnaterial that can be used to n€.ke

understood as

^hiÄ^+ ^f +La höö,1
is
an

A tool is a 'r transforner" of the resource (It is inportant
to repeat here that the concentxation now is focussdd
on basic naterial, needs - for non-üateria1 needs the tocl
in itself Diqhr be se€n as the object of the need - for
exar:lD1e to fulfill needs fon creatlr'ity. )
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$ggqy!- Tl:e Drccess of satisfac!j,ot of baslc naterial
needs! nan in L]re cientel:

fel iL--lry
ilb {-'-- -

r --;:--:----l

4----

iL_-

r\---liL'
I

:-:.::a- '
\--N {.; -
1 \\-t n o', DoscibL._l

possibfe to
act

po ssibl e to
choose tool

kno1r'fedge
,1O!,r to use

I

I

r...\--.--r-

to choose

t(now -teoee
using

doee ilo {"

!10t}1€ te
no tivates
aclfon

no ac tion

no possibil
'i 60 choose
-lrQr'toitrces

di s tTibutio
con{tump.la on

. :':::.:.='::':jj'

proce ss
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This sketch j-s elenenlrary an-d sinple. and explanations
are hardlj/ nccc3sary. i'lany pxoocnces of need-satisfac ti on

r"ri11 IgL follo1.r thcse lines. As a ?ule' however' the

Iriguxe nißht Doitt to soloe general trends.

To gi.ve an e):aiDle: in the ovc rindustriali zed society
onc finds sysicnatical lack of oubjectivel.y felt
neer15, and ../e t. one pcrforus actions neant to satlsfy
blreic. the rc.. on for t\is might b" lglilg (one cats
accordinF to ti.le and not accordinE to the stoEach),
but this is of ccuse only a partial er{planat:or!.
The r0ain reasc[.ls fol]nd in one of the deflnitions of
overdevelopn. nt: nanely ihe oyer.rbcundarce of nate?ial
goods - (in r;he need-objecto sense. )(25 )

4-d l'rocatirai: of fu:da:^l. al Teso'rrcq5.

The firrdarenl.:a1 resoitrce:(as defitcd in sectlon J) are

proceGoe.l -i:r :allj/ diffcreli r'/eis 1,'i'rühi'n diiferent cLrl ture
areas. It ,ioe:ns, ho1'rcvril:, to be posDible to rnake a (very

crude) classification scLrene of sone cot",non ele!]ents

in the proce.,scs. The 1,ern "SlI9g-ol- j@.""""" i"
here interpreted as the ioxln resources have as it is fouad

in nature. Between this st3-qe anC ihe need-obiects' the

transfonration conslsts of (depending of the type of
resource ) :

- rdsource gatherinA - i.e. the operations by

which thc rcsource ig"tal.en out of'r ihe soulce

- resoul:ce freight neans the different ways

regources at:e transported - fqr example f?on the source

to the storlng,
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- glglig ()1' re€ouTces taLe€ plece for nany reaso.s:
ünfavorabfe narl.et lrices or fipening of fruits wolld be
exanples in this coltncction

- !cirolrrce d j otribution ccr-ers !-7Eny aspects,
not only tlc dicr-.ibutjon in itself, brt also localfJ.
def.ined nochanisns fo! distribu tion.

- g$_9.9rc.L19-3$C-!&! stands for. all. kinds
of chan;e:i of the resource - and t}js adaptatlon
can tal.e Dlace also in the other phases of the total
seauence.

Other clarJsj.fi cati on schenes can of course be developed,
lor exanple jncluding nore categories and taking into
account other aspects. The probleD], however, is that
the caLcfories should be rcjcvant for" all klnds of
fundallentaf re soilce s.

5. conclu si on

''h. four irheres diccus."d in !err. /i corstitur"e an
attenpt to shed light on sone aspecrrs of need theory.
The air, - tc ncrl: out inCicatorE b?sia:d on human needs,
ls far from reached - the problems in this connectlon
are in:rentc, Fir:1, of all, ,.re do itoi knolr what the needs
of nan are, If one concentlates on scne needs - as 1ye

have dcr:c in ll. f 1at sl.cti.n oi:hic laper, th.
question of ho\,/ to fu1fil.l needs !L-i_$@_IiX, nust
be ansl/ered. And il this answer is not given ln the
action to ffl1ii1l needs, it is inportant at least to
try to grasp the vhole process whereby the need-objects
are dcvclofcd, r.t leact i: one wanl-t to concejvc of
man aS a !,/hOIe.

fraditlonal indicaiors of ncccis fuLiill.ment are nostly
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concerncLl wi t\ 'l ( : rotnt o!. i'r' :n c^*' d']]-FF. tl^^
di r:tl'it,rrt:iil ol n-ced-objectti. l;ve:1 iI s.).re inprovenent
or Lhe jndjc'J L.r'. h3s tak.n pl3.c rec, r.tly, thFy dre
slil.l ;nainlJ .-..e,j on c.unting l',.i n{r.; cillorics,
protein.:, ho.:li t.l b^4r, etc. Fof so,i. .1eopfe :,rch
indicaiors {Jc.ir1 the"rsefves to f,i!-p solle kind of G3tis-
.-^ri^- if .l o., .\nl\ .?a btSCd .r:1 .) trr lf_iCien:
amount of nulrbcl:s and neasurelnenat. Serionsly; such

-indicatcr:s can .o i':oubt be of good hclll in social and

econoriic de!{)] ollnent in many FirLs ol' the lvorld.
rL. d. t!.r - ,-:.e - i.t:i-facL^r..' l,:ct r-r o' l:lc 'rn, J-
sit 'ation?" '. Irrevi.) rly Den Lior4Li, '^ fullil a

nced Ior-ar'ri.,.l .lJ" is not nnccsa3nill' t.. same at thc
good feelinti cbtained rrr]1en quite satistied.

Personall]-, T thiilr €r,d hope that there npver will be any
n^qcilri r i i., .r' ;-hl.ivi-o "i: I'Lhc tolal mcasuTer4eDiI of
h6^d nä+i<f.^ii^h öi ir.iar ^n tha ib'livi l,,r'l ^p ,+tioter

has ari ef ci.renb of horrc,-r, as a cl'jr. a.:.irst thc n" tirre
^f rrn a^-n..^/l l^ 11r.' T \J^'r'l.l nrr -^? llra <trinidi i:t

of c'ilP/ca!, or $inilar nea.qureaelrts.

0n the othcf hand, sone indicaijon;-one -'lethod of sa.vin.l
l-l-,.+ {Li. L'r-r ^f f'il'i_r'l ihr ha^.le ic h.i t^? thrt +ho

1-L.r i- -,-4. F4 r:1.1,- s.)ö..r'r*-. rr. ih irtc

dovFlnnöd r.^Fl I ic hp.^ rh- -n-r. eh,l *^.- 2l ial12 lo,l .[ron hjs own

needs, lvhlle at the sarne tima the rich vorfd tries to
force upon socielies with nuch cirplcr teclu1ology their
\.,/orst nethods of fulfilling needs. In n?ither case can the
h.ih n?^ht, -r ho 14la vi.,h]^ l)v ^i-nt.' ,ivin,, h.rn\Frs

o': thF di!1ri.Lr ti )''r o f need-ob.iec lt.

T therefore propose that one concentraies on what can
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^a ^.1 t.d in{;i : .!vc l1 -d^ - i.e. :.^-cs or grouDs o'F

need;thet can.b. lieen io be cf kel' inporiance' and tbat

there \'/ould bc rc.,scn to beliel'c, e:'ilress or inClcate

sonething abcul ihe total situatio!1. lale for e)iainple

the hun{cr neel - i.f thel'e is sys t'-rna- ti c,' and even

increo.sing dissatisfact,ion of the 1-rceq for nutrirJion
in oDe age groi.lp! say, ainong batri ec' tl'.i s is a natter
tha! cert:rin1:r concelrns the vho--l e lopu:lation.

Other age grouts and other needs can be used in thd

sarne !r.:y: as indicatofii of the ,Jal/ needs in general

arc saLi-fied. l.c choicc o-f Lhc fir::rL exanpl n Dcntioncd'
the neeil for r1,-, iir:i tion for babies, i6 stinulated by the

t)a \Nertl6 oroc.,sr-)-" / He-e, --h" probl'..cr i{as nej.Lher

^rr'hri,.!i\'6 h^. arei.r 1^ r,ndF.:+rhd oirlan +lo dis-

tribution of neod-satisfaotion. ft \,ras sinDly based on the
f.^t rL.t .^. ^1 1r1,r,r'1w ':^fihrd e/r1. ^l fr'lfilliho

a need !,'as forceC upon or i. te different cultural
s'/ileins: r,:chr.i z.d botl,l "-feedinei :-rs ijgalnst a Cil:ect
tnother-child relation. ül ti:rate1:,', ihe hr]nan vay of
-fu.lfi1f .inf ne''d.r can only bc decjd'"l and defire.l b.v

"ordinarJ nen an(l wc-"leilri - not onlJ becalse the]' afc
the ones vho knoer it best, but al.o because '!hey are the
ores r'].r ^o Lh, !. r--"1: in ',hc fun,?:.en'a:l proccsses.
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