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1. Introduction

The series of papers written within . the World Indicators

Proggram(1 at the Chair in Conflict and Peace Research,
University of Oslo, covers a broad field of interests,

There are many reasons why the themes have been so manifold,
one can mention the fact that we often have been working

"on virgin land", Another reason is perhaps that the

project members&s & group represent many different back-
grounds as concerns education, nationality, ideological lean-
ings . e.t.c. The main reason however, is that we have

been relatively free to develop our own thinking and ideas -
with the primary aim to clearify the question: "what
constitutes the good society?",.

During this period of time in the project, characterized
by a fruitful trial-and-error process, the work has proceeded

along the following lines:

- because the aim of the project was: to indicate
(which is not necessarily the same as to measure) much
work was needed to create the theoretical basis before
any "indicating" could find place.

~ we wanted to indicate positive values. To do this
we had to clarify our own value criteria and to express them -
for others better to be able to criticize them, This we
found to be a necessary condition for doing honest work,

"The program is openly, admittedly, unashamedly value oriented.”(d
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- because we in the project wanted to say something
important, not only about conditions of life within a
geographical unit, but also for international relations,
we had to search for a kind of basic unit relevant and
important for all societies. From our point of view

human needs seem o constitute such & basic element,

In the first part or this paper efforts will be made to analyse

some problems concerning the concept of needs in the
perspective of indicator formation.(B) The point of
departure in part 2 is to come closer to the need concept
in a broad sense: what kind of difficulties will one

meet when trying to "find the needs"; which value criteria

are most important in distinguishing between the different
kinds of needs; and how to limit needs from other similar
concepts? Part 3 consists of a summary of some elements

in the theories of needs -~ as one.can read it in the literature
in the field, Part 4 is centered around the basic material
needs, and the core thesis here is that it is far from

enovgh to ask whether needs are satisfied or not - one must
also analyse the different ways in which needs can be
satisfied. In vart 5 we develop a concrete example,
before the concluding remarks. :

2. The concept of need in a broad sense,

2.1 The ten dimensions.

In Measuring Vorld Develooment(4) a broad framwork for
indicator-formation is given, Table 4 (page 41) presents
ten dimensions and two levels with the admonition "to

fill every cell,.,. with something meaningful.,"
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first level: second level:

= intranational international
(1) Personal growth
(2) Diversity
(3) Socio-economic growth
(4) Equality
(5) Socizl Justice
(6) Equity
(7) Autonony
(8) Solidarity
(9) Participation
(10) Ecological Balance,

A need-based indicator will primarly belong to the
personal growth dimension as far as the outcome of the
need process is concerned with need fulfillment. But elements

from most of the dimensions enter as necessary conditions
in shapinz any praxis and' theory of the need-process.
Diversity spells out the understanding of the enormous
difference one can find in the need fulfillment-process

in different areas of the world. Aspects of socio-economic

growth, egualitv and social justice-dimensions gives
important information when trying to see how the need-
objects are processed and distributed., The participation-
dimension makes clarer the important imperative that the
persons that are most directly concerned: man himself,
should be give the possibility to take part in decisions
relating to the need fulfilment. And the whole setting
where need-objects are produced, developed and consumed
must be seen in the light of the conditions of ecological
balance.

A need-based indicator of development will nesessarily say
something important about"man himself" -~ the closer one
can come to this, the better, In a way one can say that it
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is directly connected to the only important aim of
development: growth of man, Others will perhaps argue
that all known indicators of development one way or

the other reflect the conditions of need fulfilment in
society. What we have wanted to stress in this indicator
program is, however, that the indicators will be too
narrow if they are only indicative. of gquantitaties,

The gqualitative element would be more clear if the

indicators also said something about a very central

4]

question: what is a human way to fulfill needs?

The answer to this question c&nndt-pcﬁsiﬁly'be given
without @ very clear relation between science and:
"ordinary man', The democratic element in a need- based
indicator of development has to enter already at this

point (as contrast ~ look at the measurement of development
that most often is used today: GNP/cap; a measure developed
for and by experts,)

2.2 What can be said to "have needs"?

The word need is used .in common parliance, dbut also in- the

literature in many different ways.

(a) One often hears that groups of people; society,

or even structures possess. needs, Of course, a society as
such can never feel a need or be motivated to act t» have

the need fulfilled - only individual humen beings. can feel needgf

(b) Material things are given need character: "the

car has needs for better roads, more parkingplace", and so on.
Complex material structures and svstems have'"needs" for

energy, space and even for labour! (6)

(¢) Development and the future seem to have needs:

"development needs 7 % increase in| energy production™
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is an example of this; closely related to "the needs of
future society",

(d) As a rule, however, animals and human beings

are said to have needs, and it is in these connections
the need concept is given its best and deepest meaning, and
hence in this sense "need" will be used in this paper.

(e) The last example of how needs are used is taken
from the ecology movement., Here one often hears that
nature as a whole also has needs, This view is often followed
up by the opinion that there exists a kind of natural
balance point,

Our sceptisism towards even this way of using
the word "need" is based on the doubt that there exists any
way of defining a natural balance. What we called the
democratic aspect of human needs -~ namely that people
themselves are able to define them -~ is surely absent
where nature-needs are concernéd.Who shall tell what the
needs of nature looks like, Ecologists? Other experts?

The view of man presented in this paper is a
fundamentally positive one - which also implies that when
man fulfils his needs in a human way he will also be in.
partnership with nature,.

2.3 Need « and other concepts used in this connection.

Need, as we will use the word, does not give the same
connotations or have the same meaning as for example
interest, value, wish, preference or demand., Interest,

wish and preference stand for much broader concepts that
also include needs, The demand on the marked can to some

degree indicate the structure of preferences, interests
and wishes, But it is a very poor aid in helping us to find
the "real needs of man", because :
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- the demand on the market is to a large extent
a consequence of expectations and opinions of prices.,

Many products and services necessary for human needs satis-~
will nef be available for fieny people because of costs or
expectatiohs of costs:

- in many societies prices, even for the most
fundamental need-objects, are so high that many can not
afford them;

-~ many material and non-material need-objects
are not available for sale on the market;

- market demand is to a large extent a
function of social pressure, advertising, prestige,
habits and so on; and not of needs;

- even if one can call many of the products
and services that are sold on the markef for need-objects,
it will be difficult on basis of the demand for these to infer
the needs, What people demand can very well be only a
minor part of a total and complex process of need-fulfillment;

- besides, the demand of the market might very
well be a function of irrational behaviour of different
kinds (for example to buy "on impulse" or use the market-
place itself as an object for fulfilling social needs);

- and,at last - in most countries a large part
of all need-objects are produced on a small scale: inside
the houses or in the fields, and consequently they are not
included in the analyses of merked demand,

One important fact in this connection - with special
relevance for the gverdeveloped cocieties =~

is that"modern" technology and the so-called free market
makes it more and more difficult for the consumers to

decide which mroducts best can fulfill the needs, The
relationship between the deepest needs, the market demand
and the product's ability to satisfy needs is so complicated,
and conditioned by so many factors, that the consumer too
often is left powerless and passive, or thrown into a
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costly and frustrating trial-and error process,

2.4 Different methods used to "find" the needs.

In the literature one encounters different methods to
"find" the human needs:

(a) From opinions or theories about humen beings some
a7%ors haw tried *to locate needs and their hierarchical
order. To some extent much work in social science
has one source of thoughts located in the scientists
own images and views of what human beings are, what they
should or could have been, Under this, and the following
subpoint, one could include the traditional
philosophical theories of human needs.

(b) From superior princinles. In some theory

systems one has tried to build upon "deeper principles".

In this category one could perhaps include W, REICH

who finds that energetical tension prevents satisfaction
and is the main reason for all neuroses.(T) The different
religions and the other ethical and moral idea systems have,
as a2 rule, implications for human needs and the way they
are satisfied., Norms and claims regulate directly (for
example in the form of fastirg or sexual prohibitions) or
more indirectly by putting strengh to some activities

and thereby the satisfaction of needs, (Example of this: "Ora
et labora")

(¢) From what is called objective criteria.
Among these one can mention:

~those who think that needs can be inferred from
activities on the market - for example the demand for
products and services; |

- analyses of human needs by participant
observation in small groups;




~ in some kinds of psychological experiments one
can detect how much suffering a test-animal is willing
to undergo to satisfy different needs, This kind of
test. is often described in introductions to psychology
in the following characteristic way: "... if a rat has
been deprived of food for several hours and is placed
in a chequer-board maze,,. it will be active. We may
keep track of its movements and find how many squares
it covers,.." (8)
For our purpose it is doubtful whether one can use the
information from such experiments to trace the human
needs and their relative strength

- In biological-physiological-medical experiments
one might isolate the human body as one "system" and
analyse for example input-output needs (how many calories
and proteins does man need during a given period of time -
what kinds of inputs a= nessesary tc become vital and
healthy etc,) Quantitative indications, such as maximal,
minimal, and maybe optimal, limits could be found. How-
ever, when it comes to the relative weight between
organic and social needs, or - say - the different
qualitative aspects of need fulfilment there are doubts
as to how much this kind of science can tell, To fulfill a
need in an "organic sense" is far from the same as to feel

satisfied in "a human sense".

(d) From what men himself defines as needs.
Methodologically there are many possibilities to find
which needs "ordinary" people stress: as important. One
of the main problems in sociological methodology is the
question whether one can use data on what people say to
express what they really want, or how they really feel.
In this connection we will briefly. look at some of the
weaknesses of the survey method;
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-Talse consciousness. To what extent

(9)

is the individual able to "see" his own needs?
The total conscious human being; with a rational
behaviour and a deep knowledge of himself and his

social conditions, i.e, being able to explain one's needs,
is an ideal type one hardly will find, What could be
discussed then is the degree of consciousness: has an
alienating society completely destroyed man's possi-
bilities to judge, or can degree of consciousness be
plotted on a continuum between very conscious

and very unconscious human beings?

What kind of experts shall deciede the criteria for
counsciousness? It is important to_prevent the coming
of a new expert class whose power base is to define
the real needs of man.

~-Tr addition to the problems of false counscious-
ness," one has to consider elements or overplay., It is
reasonable to suppose that the respondent will stress factors
that he/she thinks is important for the moment - even
if the question is formulated with the purpose of reflecting
"general traits",

These two objections, in addition to many others well known
in debates on methodology, quesiion to what extent one

can use traditional survey-methods to find deeper needs - and
the conclusion is scepticisn,

The best way to identify human needs seems to be to combine
several 6r all approaches mentioned, and eventually use the
degree of "overlap" in the findings when setting up the

lists of needs and/or evaluate the relative strength

between the different needs, MASLOW, it seems, was using many
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different criteria when making his list of needs, and
postulate a hierarchical order between them(10) -~ the most
important criterion for Rim was his personal theory of man

based on many years of clinical experience.

3. Some aspects of the peneral theory of needs.

The following summary reflects some of the most well-
known elements in need-theory:

The subject vs, the object of the need.

> Objects of the needs vs. resources
Material vs. nonmaterial needs
Real wvs, false needs
Heed-satisfaction: aim vs, process

-

; Ileeds: natural phases vs, periodicity
Counscious vs, uncounscious need satisfaction
Inptt vs. output needs

Human needs vs, animal needs.

L] - -
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3.1 The subject vs, the object of the needs,

The "need-subject" refers to the individual who feels and
eventually satisfies the need. The "need-object" is the

- material or non-material - things, systems or :rel?g%gns
that are the direct cause of the need satisfaction.

3.2 Object of the need vs, resources,
A need tased way of defining resources would be: a resource

is something that ca? b? used - directly or indirectly =~
12

as object of a need.

3.3 lMaterisl vs.non-material. needs is a distinction between
different classes of needs based on the form of the object
of the need, This distinction is, however, never exact:

~ for many needs the need-objects have both material and
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non-material components,

3.4 Real vs, false needs

Traditionally the false needs are defined. as the

unhealthy, inhuman needs, as a rule said to be forced

upon the individ from "outside". Any clear criterion to

distinguish between real and false needs is hard to find,audi
sther concepts in this field does not make it any

easier to make the difference more precise.(14)

Besides, it is interesting to note that it is seems to be

easier to formulate and define the negative needs

than the positive ones (15) Interpretations of the false,

unsound and inhuman needs are often seen in the literature

- what characterises the positive needs, on the other hand,

seems to much more problematic, This is found, not onl

in need-~theory but also in the indicator—“movement“(16 %

welfare debate(1?) etc. The last part of this paper will

consist of an effort to identify what could be said to

be elements of a real}, human way to fulfill needs.

3.5 Need-satisfaction: aim vs, process,

Maslow seems to be of the opinion that need-satisfaction
never can be a definite aim for humans. When one need

is fulfilled, the individual will feel the "coming" of

a new need, and therefore be motivated to fulfill needs
of an always higher character, Maslow's'"need for self-
actualization" is, as he explains it,(18) on the other

hand, characterised by the fact that it is almost impossible
for ordinary people to have it fulfilled. From one point

of view this kind of need-ladder - whereby whereby men and
wonmen are climbing and climbing all life long, most of them
never to reach the aim; self-actualization =~ is a basically
Western theory. Amther ' way of looking at the structure

of needs 1is to stress their repetitive character. As to the
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most basic needs this should be guite clear: the need
for nutrition and water is felt again and again in a
relative stable rythm. The same is true for many non-
meterial needs; the repetitious need for love, contact,
togetherness etec.

3.6 lleeds ~ natural phases vs, periodicity

Many criteria are relevant when trying to find the
need-structure. One can for example analyse the ways in
which the human needs follow natural phases, i.e.

how they relate to processes in the nature such as

day ~ night, months, seasons, -good and bad weather and so

O,

In modern industrialized society natural phases seem

to play an ever decreasing role for vitel functions,

in contrast to societies with simple technology = where
these phases play an important and direct role for many
activities, In addition to this, one can use the term "peri-
odical base" of needs fo something which is more close related
the growth of man, By this is meant, for example, that
needs of children to some extent is different from the
needs of adults, and, of course - the need will be ful-
filled in different ways, The periodical base of needs
mainly consists of two partsi.one is related to the growth
and development of man as an organic being, the other is to
be seen in relation to culture specific elements. :

3,7 Conscious vs, unconscious need fulfillment

The division between conscious and unconscious needs is
based on the view that some need fulfilment is dependent
on active participation by the subject of the need, while
other needs are fulfilled without the help of the human

" consciousness. Better than a clearcut distinction between
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these groups of needs, would be to set up a continuum.,

One might say that the needs on the "most consciow part!

of the continuum" are most relevant for social theory.
However, this is not only right: especially in overdeveloped
societies where all need fulfiliment is dependant on

factors outside the control of the individual, more or less,
Just take the need to breathe and the way pollution,

stress etc., conditions its fulfilment..

The division between conscious and unconscious needs is
certainly not unproblematic. The active will of man can
regulate processes that usuvally is referred to be unconscious

needs,

3.8 Input - output needs,

For some of the material needs concerned, one can distinguish
between needs characterized be the organisms "taking"
"eiving". As a rule, - for the kind of need-tle ory that is

of interest in this connection, the input-needs are most
important. But even for the outputineeds, the industrial
society has rendered even their satisfaction probiematic;

or, perhaps not the satisfaction in itself, but the

processes of getting rid of the "outputs" (excrements for
instance).

3.9 Human and animal needs.

Btzioni' 19/

defines basic human needs as those that are
specific to man: ",,..,.human needs are not the "profane"
needs common to man and animal.,." Roos claims that it is
correct to state that man and animal have different needs,
but the main division does not nesessarily refer to the
needs themselves, but to the ways they are satisfied. In

my opinion it is not fair to declare animals devoid of any
~other needs than the purely physiological ones, and it is
doubtful whether the division between animal and human needs
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is useful in making a distinction between basic and
other (non-basic) needs, One thing, however, is to use
the separation between man and animal to shed some

light on need-theory: quite another is to use the term
"animal" to connote something negative. In so doing

one creates a distance to the animal and the bestial and
makes efforts to improve man's basic needs situation
something beneath human dignity. Man has to be conceived
of as purified and raised above the dirt of "mature",
where - among other things - the basic material needs
are seen as located. 2

This way of thinking is even materialized in the
hierarchy of social construction, as when food-production
and processing for this extremely important need-object
in many sacieties are seen as something negative, dirty,
and zccorded a low position in social 1life (the Indian
caste systemcbeing one example).

As a conclusion to this part of the paper, one might
perhaps state that the "needs" in a general sense hardly
can be translated into indicators of well-being before
much more work has been done in the field. The 8 aspects,
or problems, mentioned in this section are intended as one
possible key to get more into depth with the theory of
needs, In the next section, the focus will be on the basic
material needs,

4, Satisfaction of the basic material needs.

In this section we shall try to arrive at a framework of
concepts relating to the fulfillment of basic material
needs, The framework has four parts:
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(1) An effort to make the distinction between
basic and other needs more clear :

(2) some ideas about what could be called a
human way of fulfiiling needs,

(3) a model of the process of need fulfillment,
from the point of view of the individual,and

(4) a model of the need objects, from the source of

resources to consumption.

The basic assumption is that man can fulfill many other
needs than the ones that the process primarily is
aiming at: viz the satisfaction of basic material needs,

4.1 Distinction bgtween basic and less basie needs

By basic material réeds we mean such needs forn which the fulfil-
ment is & necessary condition for somatie survival., The following

illustration includes some of the concepts discussed in
section 3, such as material vs. non-material needs,
conscious vs, unconscious need fulfillment, input vs. output

needs:

Figure 1:Human needs - 2 preliminary categorization.

Heeds
5 : Material Non-material
: "input" "output"
3 Basic Needs
‘Conscious
Unconscious

{
|
i
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In the following we shall concentrate on some of .the
needs in the upper left ~hand corner of this figure. By doing
this we are not implying that other categories of needs

. are uninportant, it is just a matter of necessity to

focus the thinking on some of the most basic needs,
Tn the material/conscious/input needs we shall concentrate on:

need for nutrition
need for health

need for shelter

4,2 What can be said to characterize a human way to satisfy

needs?

Before trying to answer this question, we shall make some
concepts more precise:

- "The fundamental nrocess" refers to the whole set of actions

in the production of need objects., These processes can be
divided inte two: (1) processes that take. place

without human interference, and (2) processes where
human work is a necessary condition for the production.
The dividing line between the.two is not clear- cut

a rule elements from both are important for the processing
of material need objects, In the history of mankind

- there seems to be a clear tendency that need objects

first were based mainly on processes that went on without
the work of maa - for then slowly, and during centuries,
more and more to be controlled by the hands of man. Take
for example a look at some of the need objects relating to
the need for hed&lth; viz wild-grown herbs, and compare

to the most used kinds of medicine today - factory made
pills of all kinds, Similar examples can be given for the
other needs; food-production, for example, seems more and
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more to be taken away from the "lap of nature".
Fertilizers, hot-houses warmed by artificial lights etc,
are used to protect vegetables from the "tyranny of nature":

sun, wind, rain and so on.

Fundamental resources are the material that ecan be used

as need-objects for the basic material needs. (Can is
underlined to point out that the material not necessarily
is used,in a given period,)

In social science it has not always been "chie" to work
out theories of the good society. Today it seems, however,

to be accepted that this kind of work not only is important,
but nesessary. If one does not try to clarify the

aim of development (the good society), social science

vill continue only to be a set of tools used by those who

set goals; unable to answer the question of why to use

the tools and unable to formulate the goals for the change,
Within eritical peace research,(21)positive future'studiesEZZJ
and in some branches of applied social science(23)one has
taken the conseguence of this and started to try, as clearly
as possible, to formulate the values inherent in all

research activities - for others to be able to guestion and
critisize exactly this. Thus one exposes one's own values -
which can be seen as much more honest than to pretend that
values are unimportant or not at all present.(24

However, what kind of values are most important to consider?
Social science has not yet developed any pattern, scheme or
theory to answer or at least clarify this question. What is
missing is a social value theory, or a socio-sophy.

Roughly seen value systems can be mapped out for all levels
in society, from the individual being and up to large and
complex structures, Manifest and outspoken values, as well
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as the latent ones can be the same for all levels,
‘different - or even incompatible., Many social scientists
have beautiful and well worked out theories and value~
systems for large structures - including structural
relations. When going down to simple gquestions like
myhat characterises a good Way to satisfy needs ?",

however, one does not £ind much of interest.

The task now is to characterize "a humen way of

fulfilling needs", sometimes this may stand in a clear
contrast to many of the values for "society" seen as a whole;
when such discrepancies occur, however, We shall take

a stand for:the most basie value~unit: the human being.

As an example consider the view that man is a social
species and the value that man should be able to act

and live in conditions that not only allows for, but also
inspires a practice of this social dimension, The
contradiction between this value at the human level and values
that one can "read out" at the system level is becoming
more acute together with development in technology. The
paradox here is that everybody, the power elites both

in traditional concervative ideology and in liberalism,
as well as in different branches of marxism, in theory
try to build a society where man can be more social,

In practice however, in the.different societies today,
conditions are far from making this possible,

Three conditions seem. to stand out as being of importance

for man to be social in the process of satisfying funda-
mental human needs:

= neeeegity; i,e, that all links in the total
flow of activity actually are of importance, and that
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the participantsfeel their role to be important

- nearness; that conditions set by the

fundamental process allow for nearness between those who

take part in 1T,

_ intecration; i.e, (1) thatvthe single

individual can be ahle to realize himself as a whole =

"play on all registers®, and (2) that everyone con-

ceives of the entire process as a whole.

Today, in the overdeveloped countries, man usually is
forced into & pattern where he is not allowed to be
social in this sense, because patterns are characterized

by:

-%n.nessecity! - the social element, togetherness,
is eliminated from activities that are of importance, Instead,

to be social, as an act, takes place only at certain
times and usu2lly in conditions primarily made for social
activities.

- distance ~ i.e. one is able to feel solidarity
only with people, or groups of people far away, (the"Third.
World", for instance) while at the same time hati ng oneself
and people near by,

~ segmentation - there are clear ideas as to which
mrt of oneself one wants to use towards others -~ and this
"part" is made use?! of from time to time dependent on what
one can earn and attain in the act.

The result of this development is possibly that man
loses the ability to be positively social, Or, to put
it another way: suppose that positive social interaction
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implies knowledge of certain kinds of social interaction

techniques - we will claim that man today more or less

has lost this important "know-how", and that children to a large
extent have loit the possibility of learning it, simply

because there are no teachers for this kind of wisdom

around.

In addition te this social aspect of the fundamental
process, to be active, and to search for meaning are

also characteristica of being human, By active is simply
meant physical activity, - movement, use of the bo&y.

It is not necessary here to say much more about this,
nevertheless one is today in a situation where nearly

all vital fuanctions, and all working operations in the
fundamental process can be done by simple hand movements,
or by pushing buttons., The machine replaces more and more
human activity. Cf cource this is for many reasons also

a positive development - but only to the extent that the
mechanization and automation really help the people
concerned, and that they wanted to be"helped"., In many
societies today one find that this kind of "help" is more
or less forced up on the people concerned, The result is
far from always development of human beings, . seens
rather o be a2 more general trend to go “rom & relative
stable oprimary sector on the countryside to the desperate
poverty in urban slums.

In industrialized societies one has come so far today

tha t "developemnt of the body" is seen as something
separated from other activities, The body shall be developed
at certain times and at certain places - and health centres,
sports equipmert development etc. have been powerful branches
in the tree of production, At the same time as the machine
has made many work operations 1less burdensome, harmful

and monotenous, this separation between development of body



and ordinary work has become the consequence. Those who
posess money, motivation for it and time is able to
"process" the body, while the rest continue pushing
buttons,

By searching for meaning is meant that man should have
the possibility of seeing his own activity in the
fundamental process as part of a greater whole, and thaf
both the activity, and the insights, are felt to be
meaningful,

.We have mentioned that

to be social

to be active and

to search for meaning
are important aspccts of the human way of fulfilling basic
needs. In discussions  where the theory of basic need
satisfaction is in focus, there is often confusion about
these concepts, because one does not ze the difference
between these characteristics and some non-material needs,
We therefore shall try to explain it better in the following. One
ascribes to things certain properties in order to
characterize them better, A stone is heavy, the grass is
green etc,, are examples of such characteri stics defined
from a more or less commonly accepted valuesystem. .

When one says that human beings are social, it is a statement of
the same chategory. lMan is not his needs, he has them.

The human being is social, and has social needs, he is active,
and therefore has needs for activity.

There are at least three different lines of thoughts to
clarify the question of what man "is": '
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- views of man based on what he'really is", for
example built into opinions about "the human natare"

~ views of man based on how he in a given

sitvation behaves

- views of man as he could or should be (for

example built on moral, ethical or political consideration).

Related to each of these different views of man, and to
combinations between them, many questions could be raised.

Marx's point of departure in his analysis of society

was bullt on the idea of a fundamental contradiction

between man as he really is - and as he behaves under the

rule of capitalism. He distinguishes between the existence

and the being of man, But Marx says very little about

~ how man should be, and one easily gets the impression that

marxists are not very interested in discussing visions of how man
could or should have been in a different social and cultural setting

In this paper we will assert that opinions of human
nature, should be more geared in the direction of

the imperative: how man should be. From this statement
at least one thing is clear ~ our view of man, and of the
nature of man, is positive. Man is good if he is given

the possibilities to be good, The same view is found whithin
marxist theory, but not in many of the other ideologies and
cosmologies that seem to be strongest in the Western part

of the world today. Here the negative view of man is most

usual: man is evil, filled with sin, unable: to make a living
without guidance from above, does not know what is the best
for him, etc.

The three characteristica of man: as social,active and
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searching for meaning refer:to three different levels.

To be active refers to man's actions as a single being,
to be social to the setting where his actions take

place. The searching for meaning, however, relates to the

whole process: the flow of materials, actions, decisions
etc., that are necessary conditions for the satisfaction
to take place - i.e. searching for meaning covers many

elements from the active and the social characteristica.

4.3 The fundamental process - man in the cdenter.

In Figure 2 the concept resource is understood as
material that can be used to make an object of the need.

A tool is a "transformer" of the resource (It is important
to repeat here that the concentration now is focusséd

on basic material needs - for non-material needs the toél
in itself might be seen as the objebt of the need = for
example to fulfill needs for creativity.)
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Figure 2, The process of satisfaction of basic material
needs, man in the center,
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This sketch is elementary and simple, and explanations
are hardly necessary. Many processes of need-satisfaction
will not follow these lines, As a ruvle, however, the
Figure might point to some general trends,

To give an example: in the overindustrialized society
one finds systematical lack of subjectively felt
needs, and yet one performs actions meant to satisfy
them. The reason for this might be habits (one eats
according to time and not according to the stomach),
but this is of couse only a partial explanation,

The main reason is found in one of the definitions of

overdevelopment: namely the overaboundance of material

goods - (in the neéd-objects sense.)(zs)

4.4 Procesing of fundamen*al resources,

The fundamental resources(as defined in section 3) are
processed in many different ways within different culture
areas. It seems, however, to be possible to make a (very
crude) classification scheme of some common elements
in the processes., The term "source of the resources" is
here interpreted as the form resources have as it is found
in nature. Between this stage and the need-objects, the
transformation consists of (depending of the type of
resource):

- reésource gathering - i.e. the operations by
which the resource is"taken out of" the source
- resource freight means the different ways

resources are transported - for example from the source
to the storing,



cl2600

-~ storing of resources takes place for many reasons:
unfavorable market prices or ripening of fruits would be
examples in this connection '

- resource distribution covers many aspects,
not only the distribution in itself, but also locally
defined mechanisms for distribution,

- resource .adaptation stands for all kinds
of changes of the resource - and this adaptation
can take place also in the other phases of the total
sequence,

Other classification schemes can of course be developed,
for example including more categories and taking into
account other aspects, The problem, however, is that

the categories should be relevant for all kinds of
fundamental resovrces,

5. Conclusion

The four spheres discussed in part 4 constitute an
attempt to shed light on some aspecis of need theory.
The aim - to work out.indicators based on human needs,
is far from reached - the problems in this connection
are immense, First of all, we do not know what the needs
of man are, If one concentrateson some needs - as we
have done in the last section: of this paper, the
question of how to fulfill needs in a human way, must
be answered. And if this answer is not given in the
action to fulfill needs, it is important at least to
try to grasp the whole process whereby the need-objects

are developed, at least if one wants to conceive of
man as a whole,

Traditional indicators of ﬁeeds fulfillment are mostly



concerned with the amount of, and to some degree, the

distribution of need-objects., Even if some improvement

of the indicators has taken place recently, they are
still mainly based on counting things; calories,
proteins, hospital beds, etc. For some people such
indicators seem themselves to give some kind of satis-
faction, if they only are based on a suffiecient
amount of numbers and measurements, Seriously; such
indicators can no doubt be of good help in social and
economic development in many parts of the world.

But do they give a satisfactory picture of the "need-
situation?" As previously mentioned, to fulfil a

need "organically" is not necessarily the same as the
good feeling obtained when quite satisfied.

Personally, I think and hope that there never will be any
possibility of arriving at "the total measurement!" of
need satisfaction, either on the individual, or athigher
levels in society. Only to think that this is possible
has an element of horror, as a crime against the nature
of man. Compared to that I would prefer the stupidity

of GNP/cap, orsimilar measurements.

On the other hand, some indication,ome method of saying

that this way of fulfilling needs is better that the

other, is needed because, roughly speaking, man in the

developed world is becoming more and more alienated from his own
needs, while at the same time the rich world tries to

force upon societies with much simpler technology their

worst methods of fulfilling needs., In neither case can the

main problems be made visible by simply giving numbers

or the distribution of need-objects.

I therefore propose that one concentrates on what can
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be ca]lnd indicative needs ~ i.e, nee eds or groups of
nepds at can be seen o be of key importance, and that
there would be reason to bellevc, express or indicate
something about the total situation. Take for example
the hunger need -~ if there is systematic, and even

increasing dissatisfaction of the need for nutrition
in one age group, say, among babies, this is a matter
that certainly concerns the whole population,

Other age groups and other needs can be used in the

same way: as indicators of the way needs in general

are satisfied. The choice of the first example mentioned,
the need for nutrition for babies, is stimulated by the
Nestlé process?ﬁa) Here, the problem was neither |
quantitative nor easier to understand given the dis-~
tribution of need-satisfaction, It was simply based on the
fact that one culturally defined way of fulfilling

2 need was forced upon - gquite different cultural
systems: mechanized bottle-feeding as against a direct
mother-child relation. Ultimately, the human way of
fulfiliing needs can only be decided and defined by
"ordinary men and women" - not only because they are

the ones who know it best, but also because they are the
ones who do the work in the fundamental processes,
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menneskelige heﬂo"” ("On human needs and on aspects of
satisfaction of the basic human needs") Oslo 1976.
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